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The Pzxzracs. 
' Honoured Sir, LICE EE. 
B Eing very ſenſible of my ſad ſuffering 
(after fox Weekes impriſonment) upon 
ſuſpicion of being the eAmbor of Mercuri- 
us Pragmaticus ; and finding that many 0- 
thers have been, and may be, 1mpriſoned upon 
the ſame Accompt, or the like, Fr ard 
Pampblets, F thought meet ( having little 
elſe to do in Priſon) to deſcend ſomewhat in- 
to the nature of my ſuppoſed Crime ; which 
F judged might be beſt underſtood out of the 
monuments of Hiſtory and Policy. 

And my thoughts being thus farre ingaged, 
other Particulars (not differing in Specie 
from the former) came unawares into my 
view, VIZ. the "«.xe diſcontents of the 
People, with thoſe bitter Arrowes ſhot out 
of mens Mouthes, and Pulpits : whereto 
A 2 _ bave 


have added a briefe Lant-skip touching 
VVhiſperers, Informers, &c, as being my 
felfe brought under the Laſh, and perſecuted 
by that unworthy Generation. 

(oncerning all theſe F have taken the bold- 
neſſe to T reat,in an indifferent manner, in-re- 
lation to your ſelfe, and others, who jut at the 
Helm : And though it were extream arro- 
gance in me, to inſtrutt your wiſdome (who am 
my ſelfe of but few yeares, and ſmall. experi- 
ence; ) yet ſince what F ſhall deliver, u.deri- 
ved from the beſt Opinions and Examples, F 
am the more confident in my Deſrgne : not as 
if you knew not theſe x ag he : but only | 
out of a deſire to be your Remembrancer, in 
what may be partly convenient to procure the 


Weale and Peace of the Nation. 


I. Con- 


(r) 


XX 
F. Concerning the Diſcontents, and turbn- 
lent Humours of the PzorLE. 


== Ott alterations of Government have been attended 
&”, A with ſtrong oppoſitions, diſcontents, and bitterneſs 
INN. VA |) | of the people ; eſpecially when they enjoy not thoſe 
FISY2\ | Bencfits promiſed, or expeRed,by a Change of their 
DARS| cyfrmrs It is not in their Power to conſider the 
EA Cifcumſtances of Reaſon ; nor to weigh the grounds 

of a neceſſity , which may conſtraine Goverxors to lay burthens on 

chem for the preſent, to purchaſe caſe in the farwre ; but for the moſt 

part being led by /en/e , they cry out when the oe Wrings , and will 

not have patience to attend the tedious remedy and Cure of grand 
Inconveniences. 

' To allay theſe, and gaine Them, it hath been the way of »ew 

Princes and States, not to be too rigid in their exaRions of obedi- (,\ Vipianus 
ence,&c. but (as (4) Vlpsax ſaith) conmiventibus occwelis agere; tO wink Lib.q. dc manu» 
at ſmall faults, and let them have their humours for a time. So did miſ. | 
that King of the Macedonians ſpoken of by Livie. Non quia probaret, 1.ix, lib"42. 
ſed quia in nova poſſeſſione regni patienda omnia eſſent, paſſum. Not 

becauſe he approved what he tolerated, but bcauſe there ought to 

be. a generall Toleration in a new government. Thus Tiberius, 

though he were a moſt ſtrift exaor of the diſciplin of the Lawes, 

yet durſt not be ſevere in his firſt eflaiesof government, knowing that 

roo ſharp remedies-would have multiplied Diſtempers. And this is 

noted by Tacitus concerning Felix, eum nimits remedits Delifta ac- 

cendifſe, that the minds of Delinquents were rather inflamed than 

reſtrained by his harſh dealings : And by the ſame means Z5»y faith 7. ;y. tis, 6.). 

of Marl'us, Remedio ſeditionem 4irritaſſe , that he exaſperated the 

People to Sedition, But on the contrary, moſt memorable is that 

Place of Liz, concerning the Carriage of the People of Rome, upon Liv. lib. 2. 
alteration of the Kingly Government ; That though they groancd un- 

der many Preſſures and Culamities, yet being cheriſh't by the Indulgence, 

prudence, and eafie government of the Senat, They grew ſenſible of Li- 

berty, and ſo Zealous and unanimous in the defence of it, ut regium no-. 

men non ſummi magis quam infimi horrerent, chat the very name of 

of King Was edious among T hem, from the higheſt to the loweſt. 

It was excellent. Counſell _ Livia gave © Auguſtus, Novum 
AZ 


Þr $IC pens- 
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* M&biavel. 


(2) 
principem imperanii auſpicium facere debere a clementia, That a nevi 
Prince ought to commence his Raign with Clemency ; and the rea- 
ſon why Mithridates ſo ſoon loſt himſelfe is noted by Tacitms, Enm 
atrociorem fuiſſe quam nove regno conduceret, becaule he behaved him- 
ſelfe wich more violence, than was meet for one that had but newly 
become maſter of a Kingdome. Nor doe I find any one of the con- 
trary opinion, but onely that * Fiorentin devill, who broached fo 
many wilde Maxims to countenance the Cruelties, and Inhumani- 
tics of his Borgia. The furious beginning of Rehoboams Govern- 
ment occaſioned that revolt of the re» Tribes, which made the great 
Rent betwixt 1/rael and Fudah ; and this through the Connſell of 
ſome her Heads about him, contrary to the judgement of his Father 


1 Kings caÞ.12+ Solomons old Counſellours, who adviſed, ſaying, 1f rhow wilt be a ſer- 


Lib. 6, pol. c.4. 


vant unto this people this day, aud wilt ſerve them, and anſwer them, 
and ſpeak good words te them, then they will be thy ſervants for ever. 
There are (faith Cicero)) certaine extravagances to be tolerated in 
a new Government, which he calls popslaria mmnera, to oblige the 
People. For (as Arifole faith in his Politiques) Hinc fit, ne Plebs 
preſentem Reipublice ſtatum amet, ſiquidens pleriſque Inbet diſſolute vi- 
vere quam modeſie. The common people are naturally of a looſe 
diſpoſition, ſo that if they may enjoy a kind of difſolure liberty, 
they like the preſent ſtate of Government whatſoever it be, 

And for this we have the praRtice of the wiſe eLugnſtrr, as ſoon 
as he attained the Empire; who to indear himſelfe to the People, 
eratified them with large Immunities, Eaſe, Plenty, Pleaſure, Sports, 


Tacit.Arral.t. Pageants, and open Theatres ; at which (Tacitzs tells us) he was 


*A 


wont toſhew himſelfe among them in publique. And when upon 
the advice of his more rigid (3vilians, he was minded to alter this li- 
centious Cuſtom, the noble ecenas was of another minde,, and 
ſtopt his Reſolution, ſaying, Expedit tibi, (aſar, plebews fic occupatans 
eſſe, It much advantages thee, O Ceſar, ſo to bufie the mindes of the 
People. Let them be charmed with ſuch Arts of indulgence, and 
have wherewith to fatisfie their appetites,then they no more remem- 
ber their former ſtate, bur every one ſits down content with his pre- 
ſcnt condition, and according to that of the Saryr:f,, 


* * wy w- Duas taxturs 765 anxim optat, 
 Orcaquamaarcer, j Panem, & Circenſe oy . 
bonors confiſca- Fair words, gentle carriage, and a reputation of .Clemency are of 
* xi0, proſcriprio, more force (ſaith one) for the taming of curbulent ſpirits in a new 
TY 'Common-wealth , * than Priſons, Forfeiture of Goods, Baniſh- 


ment, 


(3) 
meilt,, Bodily puniſhment, or Death it felfe, When the Mother 
of Alexander Severns irred up his Wife to tax him of roo tuch 
lenicy, and tell him, ira mo/iorem 11bs poteſtatem, £5 contemptibiliorem 
feciſts, that by it he rendred his Authority the lefſe manly, and the 
more contemptible, he anſwered, Sed /ecuriorems atg, dinturniorem, 
that it became thereby the more ſecure and laſting, Camerarius in the 
life of Phil. Melanchton, tels a ſtory of Everhard Duke of Witen- 
berg, how he boaſted in a ſolemn Aſſembly of all the Princes of the 
Empire ; That he durft, even in a Wilderneſſe, truſt himſelf afleep in the 
boſame of any one of bis Subjefts. Certainly love is the ſureſt Guard of 
States and Princes ; which is no way to be obtained but by gentleneſs 
& mercy,whereas ſeverity ſowes the firſt ſeeds of Sedition & Enmity, 

Anultis terribilis Cavero multos, Was the Advice of Anſonin ; and Ncc muiſa Im- 
it was upen this Ground Ceſar broached that in Suetenins, Preftat peria retiventur 
femel mori quam cavere ſemper, It is better to die once than beware 47. Seneca, 
ever. It was a ſaying of the Emperor Rwude/phrs, 1. recorded by 
Boccalini : Severnum & immitem' me aliquando fuiſſe penituit ; lenem 
& placabilem nunquam. It hath often repented me of my Severity, 
bur never of my lenity : And that the latcer is moſt convenient in 
turbulent Times, the ſame Author gives the Reaſon ; Civiles enim g4;s Deus ni. 
diſſenſiones manſnetudine & moderatione mult facil'us, quam ſeveri- mis vehemens 
tate &- armss ſedari poſſunt ; For, civill diſſentions are far more eaſily impetus 3 odere 
quieted with meeknefſe and moderation, than by Severity and force © 
of Arms. Amheny Perez fol. 155. compares a new State full of 
Malecontemts to a Tower founded upon Omick-Silver : From 
whence he inferrs the neceſlicy of a fair and gentle Carriage to win 
fuch perſons (if poſſible.) or elſe (as Geicciardin® obſerves) they ſoon « p1ponen. 
growdeſperate. Moſt excellent to this purpoſe is the Advice of Ta- polir, nu. 56. 
citurin Agricola ; omnia ſcire, non ommia perſequi, nec pena ſemper, 
ſed ſepins penitentia contentum eſſe. Tt behoves States-men to know 
all things, but not to proſecute al! things, -and to-fie downe ſatisfied 
more often with the Repentance, than the puniſhment of an offen- 
der. And inanother place of the ſame Author, Now quicquid nocens 
re44 pati.mereter, novo ſub principe flatuendum ef} : Adeo nennnnquam 
delifla nin aſperis remedits atg, [npplicits, mags magiſq, angentur. 

It isnot for new. Princes to inflict puniſhments upon Offenders to 
the utmoſt of what they merit : For, ſo ſometimes by ſuch harſh . 
dealings, they rather increaſe their number than ſuppreſſe or amend 
Them, Wherefore 7#vi#s ſaith, the ſame way mult be taken to order 
an inraged People, as an unruly Horſe : 2xonians-ficnt peritns eques 


en 


* 
% 


Beſoldus, #1 


diſſert. de are. 
Rerumpub. 


Anal. 3. 


Lib. 2: 


Lib. 6, 


(4) 
non ſemper e- uno tenore freaunm ftringit, aut calcaria ſubait ; ſed ſepe= 
numero laxat,c veluti adnlando, palpandeg, quequover/um ducit etians 
ferociſſimum equum atg, inhabilem. Sic viri prudentes in nova Repub- 
lica plebem ſuccuſſantem &- ferocientem moderate regunt, frexo injefto, 
fed laxo; ne, [i violento traftu reducant, Seipſos imperio excutiant. For 
as an expert Horſe-man doth not alwayes rein, or ſpur, a metled 
Horſe ; but now and then gives him head, and at length, as ic were 
by ſoothing, and ſtroking gently, can guide him which way ke 
oleaſe, though wild, and skittiſh. So ought prudent States-men to 
order a mutinous & ſeditious People in a #ew Republique,with meek- 
neſs and moderation; bridling them with Laws,but ſomewhat looſly; 
leſt by reining them too hard,rhey hoiſt themſelves out of the Sadale. 

From whence it's to be inferr'd that in new Common-wealths, 
new Lawes ought to be as the Bridle and the whip, to reſtrain dif- 
affcRed perſons, and hold them under the Laſh : But they are not 
to be pur in execution, ſave where abſolute neceſſity requires ; and 
then not in the extremity neither ; eſpecially in this Common-wealth 
of England,(o full of men of generous ſpirits and education, in whom 
ſevere and rigid exa&ions and executions would now raiſe the grea- 
ter ſpirit of oppoſition, ſince they look upon their preſent Lords and 
governers, as thoſe who of lare were but their Fellow-SubjeRs. Bat 
above all things they ought to beware of declaring high Treaſon in 
roo large a Latitude, which ſhould be ſtrech't to none but Crimes of 
the higheſt nature, ſince (as T acitzs ſpeaks) IMajeſtatis Crinen omni- 
um accuſationum Complementum eſſe debet, the Crime of Treaſon 
ought to be the utmoſt of all Accuſations. And Curtixs ſaith, Twrpe 
eſſe, imo non videri e re principu,vel publics patris, Crimen majeſtatis ad 
minima & ridicula queg, redaci, It is very impolitique, and beneath 
the Majeſty of a Prince, or publique Father, to reduce the meancſt 
and moſt triviall matters within the compaſle of Treaſon. | 

But ſome may oe courſe is then to be taken ? I anſwer to 
this, there can be-no better Counſel, than that of Alexaxder in Cur- 
rin, In novo et precarie Imperio, adhuc jugum rigida cervice ſubeunte 
popmlo tempore opus oft ; dum mitioribus ingenizs imbunntur, & efferatos 
moll.or conſuetuds permulcet. In new and precarious Governments, 
which alway depend much upon the Love and Courtecſie of the Peo- 
ple, the cure of mutinous and diſ-affeed Spirits muſt be a buſineſſe 
of Time ; and is not to be efteRted by Laws like Thunderbolts, bur 
by,the ſtill ſmall voice, the ſmooth oyle of gentle language, perſuz- 
five Admonitions and Declarations, hopes of mild ſy 
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- gence ; whichare ſo much the more excellent inthe policie of a ,,,,,>. 
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| (7). 
pardonto offenders, Atts of Mercy, with all arts of caſe and Indul- 9" 


, 


Chriſtian Common-wealth,inthat they ſavour of the Spirit of meek- caprurus, 
nefſe, and may be derived out of che Noftrines of Chriſtianity. I nemo di. 
ſhall conclude this firſt particular with the ſaying of an excellent Mioerurus 
* Civilian, out of Dion, Halicar.lib.6.num.34. Qnicquid eſt formide- *" Regub. 
bile, id nec: ſſitate naturali maxime eFfþ omnibus exeſum. eAt firmiſſi- Fu 
nun oft imperium, quod beneficiis, non ſuppliciis, ſubitos in {mperia Domink. 
continere ſolet  Illerum enim benevolentiam, horum timorem efſe comi- Livius 1b, 
tem, Whatſoever is terrible muſt of neceſſicy be hatefull to all, + 
But that Government is moſt ſure and laſting, which retaines the O_ 
Subject in obedience with you eurns, rather than paviſhmeats ; the qwfius ix 
former being accompanied eyer with loye and good will; the lat- rhef. 4c 
ter with fear and hatred. And (as one ſaich) Nemo poreſt efſe fidua ei fr pub. 


quem timct. Feare is the very bane of Allegiance. A 


dum metu- 
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11. Of opprobrious Speeches againſt Government. 


Overners (eſpecially Founders of a new Government) have 
(ann been free from theſe bitter arrowes : And though ic be a 
hard matter for perſons in power co digeſt ſuch things; yer we ſhall 
find the wiſeſt have ever entertained chem with neglc& and ſcorne, 
as unworthy their revenge ornotice, Therefore the Tragedian ſets Sencca in 
down this tor a Rule, ers prima regni poſſe te invidiawm pati,, the Her: 
chiefeſt Art of Government is to be able coindure malice and envy. 
And molt of the Roman Emperors were ſo far from controlling 
the licentious raikings and revilings of the people, that they ſcemed 
rather to approve them, It was the Cultome of Ce/ar (ſaith Sye- Suet. de 
tonins) when ſuch perſons were brought before him, Satis habuit pro ©*ſ4e- 
concione dewnnciare, ne perſeverarent, to dilmiflc them onely wich an 
admonition, that they ſhould do ſo no more. And it is obſcrya- 
ble what Zivie ſaith of rhemOlims nox appel{ab antur ſeditioſs, ſed tan- Liv. lib. 5. 
tum novi Sermonis autores; That of old time among the Romans, 
ſach perſons were not characteriſed with ſo black 4 coal as the title 


_ of /editiows, but were called Authors of new Rumors, idle Newes- 


mengers, &c, 
en it was told the Emperor Frederick 3. that divers had raiſed 
vile reports, and caſt out opprobrious words againſt him abouc the 
Cowrt, he, nothing at all moved, made anſwer, Princiges & als pre- ; PREP 
ſtantes viros, quaſs Signum ad quos omnes virnlente lingua tela conjice- ji, tmp. f 
B vent, ; 


% 


(8) +, 
rewt, expoſitar efſe ; mt terre: prenltes falmina feriant, humilix yrarere» 
nt tefta. . It is the common lot of Princes and eminent petſons t6 
be ill ſpoken of , being ſet as a tmarke for every virulent tongue to- 
ſhoot at. But above all others, the Governers in - ahog {9 or State, 
muſt bear with'theſe things, and take heed of croſſing the peoplein + 
this licentious humor : And of this -opinion was the Emperor Tib+ 
rims himſelf (as Swetonius reports of him) In republica, wel civitate 
libera, lingwammente[g; liberas eſſe ogortere, Thatin a Common-wratth 
or free City, both the opinions and tongues of men onght to be free. 

Suet. de For (faith one) .2muid plcbireliquum erit, adempto per inquiſitiones le- 
Tb. wendi audicndig, commercio. It you ſet Spies upon the people, and 
deprive them of the liberty of hearing, ſpeaking, eaſing and uttering 
their minds to- each: other, . then they reckon they have loſt al 
and ſo grow deſperate. Wherefore Szztonins ſaith of the fame 75 
berius ; opprobria in ſe & ſues jafta, nolle ad cognitionem- vocari; That 
though he were otherwiſe a moſt ſevere and rigid Prince, yet he 
would never ſuffer any to be queſtioned for reproaches againſt him 
and h's.. | 
This Rizle holds eſpecially in eyeryalteration of Government; 
which though ſomtimes ic may be for the better, yet the people be- 
ing ſubjeed ro the inconveniences of a Change, which of nectſty 
brings oh many-grievances and preſfures for the preſent, look upon 
* Taciz. themſelves as miſerable, quaſi libertate * ' amiſſa, &' criedn Seyvithtt, 
Annal.z. arid recken that rhey have loſt their liberty. Ihthis caſe they muſtbe 
tenderly handled: The Governets muſt in moſt chings ſeem to ſay 
as they fay ; Andifuch language as is not fit for rhem 'to heare, they 
Juſtis.1;h. maſt ſeem not ro heare. For, as F/#fin ſaith, Plebs we eff pamrk 1 
quax,ita preciart ſecum agi antuwat, fi poſſit linguk ad criminandin 
| jrolibidineuti. Ononiamreblernequat witiſch, verbi vor we Hibtrth- 
'rems eupit, The people ate nattirally full of tongue, bl think chey ate - 
ta fie pafſe,, if they maytfe it as they lift apainft whott they 
pleaſe. And when they are not able co revenge themfelvesby Utes, *|- 
they defiretortake x liberty in words. . Whereapon Tacitys cot | 
'Tac.lib:7.:clndes, Lubricum lingue non facilt ud param tyabendnns ere, thit the 
flips of the rongue are not ordinarily tobe puttiſhet:And moſt excel. 
febr to this purpoſe, out of the fame Aithor, was that'counfel'vf Aw? 
- gnftus to Tibering, when he urged him to revenge certain vile reproz- 
ches, e/£tati tua, miTiberi, nols bac in re indalgere, &-ninuld | Gag. 
vari, quenqnamn eſte qui de memalt logwatitr: Satis oft hoc fi babitous 
Ab ut nobir all fates o[/it: O'my Tiberius (faich he) be nor 'angry 
Yhar.any ſhould ſpeak if1'dy 'ns-2 It's falfictent we baye'porerco hid. - 
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. der them from doing us afiy ill. A Goveryer need not value words 
that hath the power of the ſword; but ought rather to deſpiſe them, 
and acquieſce in his OWN MELILS, contentns ipſa 15 Imperii. Suitable Curcius, 
to this was that wiſe ſaying of Lawrence de Medicis upon the like oc- lib. 11 
cafion, loquantnr illi, nes viro faciewws. Let them talk, but let us be 


doing. 


 iJII. Concerning Paſquils aud Pamphlets. Po 


He ſame negleQtive carriage ought to be likewiſe in reſpeR of 
idle P aſquils and ſcandalous Pamphlets. There is, and hath been, 
in every Age ſeriptariends preritzs, a certain Itch of ſcribling ; and 
when Governers ſhall ( as Vs:e/l5vs did ) enaQt Lawes againſt ſach 
ſcurrilous ProduRtions, they give thema kind of Reputation, and 
make them the more ſoughc after:and the judgment of T acitys upon 
this AR of Usrellizs isthat ſuch Prohibicions have no other effte,ns- 
alimentuws fame,but the magnifying the fame of the Authors. Very 
well(ſaith Tacitws)to this ſence ſpake Crematins,in an oration to the 
praiſe of Julixe and eAuguſine Ceſar. Ipſe D. Julins, ipſe D. «Augn- Tacitus, 
ſus tmlere illa, & reliquere; haud facile dixerim moderatione magic, an 
verd ſapientis : nam /preta exoleſrunt + iraſcare, agnita videntar. 
The Emperors fins and Anguftxs bore thoſe things,and contemned 
them, with a world of moderation and wiſdom : For, beingflighted, 
few belceve or regard them; whereas if you be angry at them , you 
ſeem to acknowledge what they write. Thus thoſe wile Emperors be- 
haved themſelves ; whereas Nero, by raging againſt the icriblers of 
his time, puniſhing them, and cauſing their Papers to be burnt, did 
but make himſelf the-more odious, and multiply their number, and 
cauſe them to be held in greater admiration. To this agrees that 0- 
ther paſſage likewiſe:in T acirw upon this At of Ngro. Prnitwinge- Tc; 
nite pliſeit eAntoritas,neg, alind externi principes,aut qui eadem ſevitia 1ungl.ri 
uf [nnt,nifs dedeens fpbi,atg, iu gloriam peperere;the puniſhing of wits 
augments their reputation, and never did any Princes uſe them with 
the like cruelty, but they brought diſhonor to themſelves, and glory 


'to them. 


If Emperors then allowed ſo great a liberty. of writing and ,ſpeak- 


'ing,much more may it-be expeRted in afree State and (ommun-wealth. 


Hence (faith Swetonizs) Rome &- eAthens (ommdia, Satyre &c. fre- 


_quentes, & etiam in T riumphis ſumma dicends licentia erat. At Rome 


and e-Lthevs quipping (omedtes _ Satyrs.were acted freque oy 
A an 


Floreſta 

Eſpagncl: 
p&r. I,Cap. 
1.2m. ult, 


Pierre 
Matthicu. 


fol. 103. 


(10) 
and openly, and even in the midſt of their Trinmphs, the People had 
liberty to ſay what they would of them. So FloreF likewiſe ſaith, 
Romse ſpecies libertatu eſt licentia Paſquillorum, At Rowe the licenti- 
ous cultom of Paſquilris eſteemed a kind of liberty: And this li- 


2. cence is to be reckoned inter ſimwulacra libertatis ; 3s appears by the 


policie of Augrfime and Tiberius, noted by Matthien in Secjano, qui 
talem libertatem permiſerunt, ut reſpublica adhus liberaeſſe videretur, 
Moſt pat to this purpoſe is that ſtory out of Jovius concerning e- 
adrian the 6. who being much troubled at the abuſes of of a certain 
rythming Paſquil, grew exceeding melancholy, till he was recovered 


- by the wiſdom of Lydovicas Suefſarins, 4 quo edolins erat ( ſaith my 


Author ) cam maledicendi & ſcribends licentiam obſcurorum bomi- 
num, libertats atg, nequitie dari, ut cum inſignes viros inpwne carpſe- 
rint, fortunam ſuam ea vinditte cupiditate conſolentur. 1 could have 


- added a hundred 1»ſtances more, were it not that my deſign is now 


to wrire but a ſmall Pamphler, and not a volume to give in evidence 
againſt che yanicy of Pamphlets; Which I reckon far beneath my 
ſelf, much more below the care and conſideration of men in Autho- 


rity. ; , | 


_— 


\ om—— 


1V. Of / nveftives ont of the Pulpit... 


' BY: as for Inveftives &C: by way of Sermon , and ſuch kinds of 


Prizes as are plaid in the Pulpit, under pretence of Rel;gion, the 
caſe is far otherwiſe; nor were they ever tolerated by any prudent 
St ates-men: Becauſe (ſaith one )  Zuicquid offertur ſub ſpecie religi- 
onis &c, whatſoever is delivered under a religious pference, ſtrikes 
an impreſſion upon the ſoul,and through the ears finks deepinto the 


' minds of the vulgar.' Hac,veluti thyrſo, percutinntur mentes humane 


* T cit. 
eAnnal 6, 


B:ſoldus. 
in diſſcrt. 
ae Arcan. 
Rerumput, 
- Cip.2. 


(ſaith Tacitus) wt facile in cus imagine, etiam falſa & ſimul ata acqui- 
eſcant, By this mens minds areſo charm'd, that things though never *| 
fo falſe arid fained, find eaſic entertainment. Bodix writes , that the 
Senthern Tyrans keep their vaſſalls in ſubjeRion by the mere force 
and pretext of Religion : And in this reſp: as it is called the Binder 
of States and Kingdums, or (as Gains the (wilian calls it) maximum 
remedium expediendarum attionuns ; S0 if this pretext of Religion (hall 
run in a Cwrrent contrary to the received Government, it becomes 
the Bane of any State or Kingdom : But eſpecially in a free Stare, 
care mult be taken to curb the licentioufneſle of Sermaning : For , as 


- it is obſerycd by Beſo/d#s the Civilian, this yery thing was the m_ ;5 
tho0ie 


| I 
thoſe many flouriſhng Commonwealths in Greece. 
Now then, if it hathbeen of ſuch power to cauſe diſturbances and 
ruin, in States of an ancient ſtanding; much more ſpeedy and fatall 


muſt the conſequence needs be, in a Sr ate whoſe Foundarion is liy- 
. -ing, or but newly Jaid. And therefore in this caſe, very excellent was C; 
- that cuſtom of the Romans mentioned by Cicero, qui null am vim con- owns P 
ciont efſe voluerunt apui plebem &c. who had a ſpeciall care whar 
Sermons were made among the people,and permitted nonebur what 
-had the countenance and approbation of Authority. For, as Papini- 
- anzs Obſerved, ſo prevalent was any reaſon enforced under pretence 
of Religion, among the Romans, ita ut omnia poſt religionem ponenda 
civitas Romana duxerit, etiamin quibns ſummea majeſtatis decus voluit 
apparere; that the City of Rome valued concernments of that nature, 
even beforeiſſuch as might advance the honor of the Empire. And 
this is obſerved likewiſe by Valerize Maximms. | 
If T lift, 1 could dil-cmbogue a clond of witneſſes and ſad exam- 
ples, to manifeſt the ſtrange power of thoſe Pulpit-Politicians ; who, 
. ike the ancient Demagogres of eLFihens, Or popular Orators in Rome, 
canchaiwthe hearts ot the people to their own tongues, and lead 
\them by the noſe which way they pleafe, to the accompliſhing of a- 
ny deſign whatſoever. Look into Germany, France, great Britain,and 
generally all over Chriffexdom, and we cannot want Inſtances both 
old-and new, But-the molt famous one of all is to be fetcht out of 1- 
taly, from Florence, concerning one Hierom Savanarole, 2 Frier Pre- 
: dicant ; who ſo bewitched-the People with his Sermons &c. and at 
'Jengrh gained ſuch a Reputation of Sanity, avd fo many Follow- 
ers, that taking Arms he drove out the edirean Family, uſurped the 
-Soveraignty and Majeſty of Florence to himſelf, and (if I well re- 
, member the ſtory our of Lip/ius) made a ſhift to maintain himſelf in Lipſ.ir 
poſſeſſion, for the ſpace of 12.months(or more) .till his fraudulent 7977-7 
-Arts and pretences being diſcovered,he became'odious and contemp- |? ft” 
'tible ; and in the end being forſaken of all, the people returned to 
:their Allegiance, and delivered him up as a Traitor. This 15 enough 
to ſhew, what prejudice'a State may receive by pragmaticalland pe- 
-tulant Preachers: Therefore (for a concluſion ) let me recommend 
'the advice of a notable Politician ; Patricis adeo cornm. loquacitatems 
ambitionemg, comprimant, ut iis nulla fere alia de re, preterquam ac 
mrum corruptione,animarumg, (alute, publice verba facere liceat; that 
'Goyerners ought ſo to bridle the ronguesand ambition of ſuch Prea- 
chers, that they preſume not to utter any thing in publique, ſave 
what concerns the corruption of mens manners, and the falyation of 
ſouls, V. (#n- 


EY: (12) 
V. Concerning Eaves-droppers,Whiſperers, 65. 


| Shall (in brief) diſcourſe only of one particular more, and then 
have don,viz. concerning that Odizm Governers may bring upon 
themſelves, by imploying ſuch perſons, which the antient Gregjavs 
catled Qlazerathe Romans Auricwlaris vel Delateres,wein Engliſh, 
E aves-droppers, Whiſperers, Informers, &c. of whom Tacitus gives 
Ticit. this Character, Delatores (inquit) genus hominuns preblico exitio repers 
eAnnil- 4: rom, that they are the very Peit of mankind. Qn4 in re detefterne pee 
Beſold, tins depertifſimorum nebalonum fumos atg, fraudes,; an vero principum 
diſſert.de juſolentiam, qui buju/cemodi amant, fovent, ampleQwntwr? Concerning 
*Arcan® which ſort of deſpicable and forlorn wretckes (ſaith one ) I know 
> <1 ws not whether be moſt hatefull ; either their Fumes and Frauds , or 
the Inſolence of thoſe Princes and great perſons, which love, cherifb, 
Arrian, in and entertain them. By ſuch as theſe (ſaith e,Lrriawws ) even good 
Py men were undon at Rowe. Hoc modo viri boni Rome [abvertuntur. 
'%+ eMridettibibomo quidam &c. Thus one comes, and ſooths thee vp, 
and entring into dilcourſe as thy familur frieud, de principe melemen- 
ter loquitsr, ſpeaksamiſle of the preſent Government, on purpoſe to 
under-feel thee: Then thou, ſuppaſing this to be atroe Teſt of his 
temper, doſt ſecond him in the ſame kind of language, and delivereſt 
all thy mind with confidence; pers peſt abduttvs lingua temerttatens 

-morte {nis; and fo in theend. thou art brought to raine, 
-Hence {ſaith Polybins) when ſuch perſons are ſeat abroad , plens 
-omminm ſuſpiciouum, &- vix ſecreta downs ſine formidive, every man 
ſuſpeRs another , the very ſecrets of our Families are unſafe , nor 
Tacit. dares any one truſt his neighbor. At this wretched paſſe the City.of 
eAunal. 4. .Rome once was ; .and it is recorded by Tacitzs inhis fourth book, 
upon-ocafion of Titius Sabinus being accuſed - by three Sevatory. 
The -manner:thus.; [Thoſe three hid chemſelves before-hand in ſome 
ſecret corners.ofa certain room, whither they had appointed one 
Latiariscobring TirinsSabings and under-feele him in diſcourſe ; 
which being ated accordingly by Latiaris , Sabings utters his mind 
eothefull; and ſo the three Sexators bearivg all, went and accuſed 
himto the Emperor. 'Hereupon (ſaith Tacitus) New alias magis anxia 
0 PaUeNrCEDI AS, etiam adverſmum proximos, (,ongreſſns, Cellaquia, ne- 
$4 SEX844, AUFES VICArI ; etians muta atg, inanines, teftuns, ©. parictes 
renmſpettabantar. So generall a fear ſcized the whole City, that 
the pcopledurlſt not converſe or diſcourſe with their neareſt friends 
:2nd.acquintance, nar ſcarce truſt: the very ſtocks and __— Ny -_ 

CIT6N 


. (13) 
ſearched the roofs and walls for fear of Treachery, fine grid alind 
* ſont (ith one) quam extretna domination; Flagitia ? Whit preater 
tyrany can there be than this, fo deſttuRtve of civill Converſation, 
which 15 the end of Governments, Societies, and Cities > What In- 
redient more harſh, to inflime the rage of a people, than the coun- 
renancing and cheriſhing ſach peſtiferons Creatures? 

There are another ſort of men which the Latines call LiFores; in 
Engliſh Serjeanrs and Parſuivants ; but thoſe more immediately at- 
tending the State are ordinarily called Me fſengers. Theſe, if a 
great number, muſt all be maintained with what they can ſqueeze; 

and therefore upon the leaſt pretence (guilty ornor guilty ) all are 
fiſh that come to net. Therefore it is the advice of a wiſe man, we in po+ Ulpianus. 
prulars Statu Patricii multos Liftores babeant , that in a free State 
there (ſhould nor many of theſe Officers be permirred. This is ſecon- 
ded likewiſe by Zivy, lib.z. where he tells ns, Non prder Liftorum 
majorem prope numernm in foro conſpici, quam togatorum, aliorumg,, 
the Rowz.ms were not aſhamed to have a greater number of theſe Of- 
_—_ of their Lawyers and Gown-men, atrendingtheir Courrs 
of Jultrce, 
A third ſort pf men there are,far more tolerable than citherof the 
former, yea, and very neceſſary in a Common-wealth abomndi 
with perſons diſaffeRed and ſeditiouſly inclined. The Romans calle 
them Speculatores ; quippe erant velnti tfperwlh principis, ſaith Sweto- Suct. Je 
nie. They may in Engliſh; not improperly, be termed Scouts or Ju- (14udio. 
formers : And fuch Swetonixe tells us the Emperor Claudius had al- 
waies attending him, who priced abroad into the condirions of men, 
and the ſtate of the Common-wealth ; not to intrap or inſnare any, 
and then accuſe them face to face upon particulars, but only for the 
Princes private information 'in generall. Theſe are farre different 
from thoſe impudent eAwricalaris, or Eaves-droppers , who firlt be- 
tray, next accule, and then aggravate under-hand with pretences and 
perpetuall whiſperings, by theſe tricks abuſing the ears of - Authority, 
rieving the people, and making them quite out of loye with their 
overnors. 
And as it is moſt certaine, that they heap a world of hatred upon 
Governers; ſo it is very rare, that they bring them any benefit at all 
by their ſervice : For, leſt they ſhould ſeem to be idle, or uſelefle, 
they uſually feed their Patrons with more frivolous matters and fop- 
perics, than realities, Moſt excellent co this purpoſe are thoſe words , _.__ 
of Ammiann concerning theſe whiſpering ear-wigs ; 4qui poor 1 # aus.tikurs, - 
| | rnditiores + 


| (14) K 

raditiores fats, proceſſe temporis, ad nocendum., per clamdeſtinor verſus 
roſy, Rumigernlos, compertis leviter quedam ad-ere maleſuetor, falſe os © 
placemiaſepe dicentrs, artinn nefandarum calumnias inſontibus adfir, 
gent, Indeed, it is the Cultome of this kind of mercenary variets, if. 
they have but the leaſt hint of marcers, immediately to frame an ac. * 
cuſation, bring a man in queſtion, caſt him into priſon, and then rake 
every way for materiajls tomake'good the Change} and ſtill to Joad 
the poor Delinquent (guilty ornor guilty) with treth calumnies, and ? 
the ears of /Stareſmen with high ſuggeſtions ; . And-this, out of des. ; 
ſignc onely to magnifie their owne Service, that they may gaine the 7 
greater reward, with the more meritorious reputation. Ot this hys - 
mor in ſuch inſtruments, Perrongus hath taken notice, 


Nec ſatis eft uulgaſſe fidems ; fmnlatins exit _ 
Proditionis opus, famamg, onerare laborat\. 


2 
: 


And this I find is my own caſe at this inſtant, in reſation to. ſuch | 
ſecret whi/perers, who ſerve their qwn ends, by making me the unfor- 
tunate Subje&t of many idle  [»frations, All which, with: my 7 
Bile ,- and this briefe diſcourſe, 'L moſt humbly fubmix co. Coa- * 

IGCTATION, > 4 


Sen. Trde . Ifvinil ſperarepoteſt, deſperet mil. . - 
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